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Foreword

Periodic elections are regarded as the cornerstone of democracy. Through these elections, people 
exercise their right to choose representatives who will shape state policies. The foremost duty 
of these elected officials is to address the needs of the nation and its people by formulating 
laws, policies, rules, and programs. Moreover, they are responsible to implement constitutional 
provisions and laws while serving the interests of the public.

In Nepal, the Khas-Arya community has historically dominated the formulation of state policies, 
leading to a gender disparity where men hold the majority of powerful positions. Consequently, 
Indigenous People, Madhesi, Dalits, Tharus, Muslims, and other marginalized groups have faced 
consistent exclusion and marginalization. This led to numerous socio-political movements over a 
period of time, advocating for proportional representation of all communities in the institutions 
responsible for policy formulation and implementation. Consequently, the constitution includes 
a provision for a proportional representation system, aiming to guarantee equal representation of 
marginalized communities in the governance structures. However, the effective implementation 
of this principle remains elusive.

In the 2022 elections, 275 Members of Parliament were elected to the House of Representatives, 
and 550 Assembly Members were elected in seven provinces. These representatives were elected 
through a mixed electoral system- through a first-past-the-post and proportional representation 
system. At 753 local level, 293 Mayors/Deputy-Mayors, 460 Rural Municipality Chairpersons/
Vice-Chairpersons, and 6,743 Ward Chairpersons were elected. Unfortunately, detailed and 
disaggregated data on the caste and gender of these elected representatives are not available in the 
public domain.

The Dignity Initiative has prepared this data booklet entitled "Election Results 2022: Data 
Analytics on the Status of Gender and Social Inclusion," with a special focus on the representation 
of gender and social inclusion in the Parliament, Provincial Assembly, and Local Government. 
This comprehensive data analysis of the election results is considered a valuable resource for 
political parties, policymakers, individuals, and social organizations actively working in the field 
of gender and social inclusion.
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Figure 1	:	 Electoral results of past four elections and representation of different caste/ethnicity
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Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022

Table 1	 :	 Representation of different gender and caste/ethnic groups in the House of Representatives 
(HoR) through first past the post (FPTP) and proportional representation (PR)

Caste/ 
Ethnicity 

FPTP Total  
(Percent)

PR Total  
(Percent)

Total Total  
(Percent)Men Women Men Women Men Women

Khas Arya 91 4 95 (57.58) 8 27 35 (31.82) 99 31 130 
(47.27)

Indigenous People 33 2 35 (21.21) 5 26 31 (28.18) 38 28 66 (24.00)

Madhesi 25 2 27 (16.36) 4 13 17 (15.45) 29 15 44 (16.00)

Dalit 1   1 (0.61) 7 8 15 (13.64) 8 8 16 (5.82)

Tharu 6 1 7 (4.24) 1 5 6 (5.45) 7 6 13 (4.73)

Muslim       3 3 6 (5.45) 3 3 6 (2.18)

Total 156 9   28 82   184 91 275 

Percentage 94.55 5.45 165 (100.00) 25.45 74.55 110 (100.00) 66.91 33.09 100.00

Source: Election Commission of Nepal and Dignity Initiative, 2022.
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Figure 2	:	 Electoral result of HoR and community–wise representation 

 
Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022

Table 2	 :	 Representation of different caste/ ethnic groups in the parliament from different political 
parties

Political Party Khas Arya 
(%)

Indigenous 
People (%)

Madheshi 
(%) Dalit (%) Tharu 

(%)
Muslim 

(%)
Total  
(%)

Nepali Congress 53 (59.55) 17 (19.10) 10 (11.24) 5 (5.62) 3 (3.37) 1 (1.12) 89 (100.00)

CPN (UML) 35 (44.87) 21 (26.92) 12 (15.38) 6 (7.69) 3 (3.85) 1 (1.28) 78 (100.00)

CPN (Maoist Center) 13 (43.33) 11 (36.67) 1 (3.33) 2 (6.67) 2 (6.67) 1 (3.33) 30 (100.00)

CPN (Unified Socialist) 6 (60.00) 3 (30.00)     1 (10.00)   10 (100.00)

Rastriya Swatantra Party 10 (50.00) 4 (20.00) 2 (10.00) 2 (10.00) 1 (5.00) 1 (5.00) 20 (100.00)

Rastriya Prajatantra Party 8 (57.14) 4 (28.57) 1 (7.14) 1 (7.14)     14 (100.00)

Janata Samajbadi Party 3  (25.00) 2 (16.67) 6 (50.00)     1 (8.33) 12 (100.00)

Janamat Party 1 (16.67) 2 (33.33) 2 (33.33)     1 (16.67) 6 (100.00)

Loktantrik Samajwadi Party     4 (100.00)       4 (100.00)

Nagarik Unmukti Party   1 (33.33)     2 (66.67)   3 (100.00)

Nepal Samajbadi Party     2 (100.00)       2 (100.00)

Rastriya Janamorcha 1 (100.00)           1 (100.00)

Nepal Majdur Kisan Party   1 (100.00)         1 (100.00)

Independent     4 (80.00)   1 (20.00)   5 (100.00)

Total 130 (47.27) 66 (24.00) 44 (16.00) 16 (5.82) 13 (4.73) 6 (2.18) 275 (100.00)

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022.
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Table 3 : Elected Dalit parliamentarians from both electoral system representing different political parties  

Party 
FPTP

Total
PR

Total
Total

Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

Nepali Congress       1 4 4 1 4 5

CPN (UML) 1   1 3 2 5 4 2 6

CPN (Maoist 
Center)       1 1 2 1 1 2

Rastriya  
Swatantra Party       2 1 3 2 1 2

Rastriya  
Prajatantra Party         1 1     1

Total 1 - 1 7 9 15 8 8 16

Source: Dignity Initiative, 2022

Table 4	 :	 Representation of various caste/ethnicity in seven provincial assemblies

Caste/ 
Ethnicity 

FPTP FPTP
Total

PR PR 
Total

Total
Total Percentage

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Khas Arya 155 5 160 13 62 75 168 67 235 42.73

Indigenous 
People 75 6 81 9 59 68 84 65 149 27.09

Madhesi 55 2 57 6 24 30 61 26 87 15.82

Dalit 2 1 3 4 24 28 6 25 31 5.64

Tharu 18   18 1 9 10 19 9 28 5.09

Muslim 11   11 1 8 9 12 8 20 3.64

Total 316 14 330 34 186 220 350 200 550

Percentage 95.76 4.24 100.00 15.45 84.55 100.00 63.64 36.36 100.00 100.00 

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022
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Figure 3: Electoral result of the seven provincial assemblies and community–wise representation 

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022

Figure 4	:	 Representation of different social groups in the seven provincial assemblies
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Table 5	 :	 Province wise Dalit representation in the provincial assemblies

Province
FPTP

Total
PR

Total
Total

Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female

Koshi Province       1 3 4 1 3 4
Madhesh Province 1   1   7 7 1 7 8
Bagmati Province         2 2   2 2
Gandaki Province   1 1 1 4 5 1 5 6
Lumbini Province       1 3 4 1 3 4
Karnali Province 1   1   3 3 1 3 4
Sudurpaschim  
Province       1 2 3 1 2 3

Total 2 1 3 4 24 28 6 25 31

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022

Figure 6	:	 Dalit representation in the seven provincial assemblies  

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022

Table 6	 :	 Overall representation of various caste–ethnicity in the 753 local governments

Caste/Ethnicity Men Women Total Percentage
Khas Arya 8356 3215 11571 32.97
Indigenous People 657 2571 9148 26.06
Madhesi 3156 1145 4301 12.25
Dalit 865 6853 7718 21.99
Tharu 956 473 1429 4.07
Muslim 722 208 930 2.65
Total 20632 14465 35097

100.00
Percentage 58.79 41.21

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022
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Table 7	 :	 Representation of various caste–ethnicity in important position in the local governments

Caste/ 
Ethnicity

Mayor & Chair Deputy Mayor & Vice Chair Ward Chairs 

Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

Khas/Arya 346 15 361 (47.94) 103 247 350 (46.48) 2968 25 2993 (44.39)

Indigenous 
People 214 7 221 (29.35) 68 149 217 (28.82) 2005 26 2031 (30.12)

Madhesi 118 2 120 (15.94) 7 103 110 (14.61) 1056 9 1065 (15.79)

Dalit 8 0 8 (1.06) 2 11 13 (1.73) 145 2 147 (2.18)

Tharu 28 1 29 (3.85) 2 43 45 (5.98) 313 5 318 (4.72)

Muslim 14 0 14 (1.86) 3 15 18 (2.39) 187 2 189 (2.80)

Total 728 25 753 185 568 753 6674 69 6743

Percentage 96.68 3.32  100.00 24.57 75.43  100.00 99.01 1.02  100.00

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022

Figure 7	:	 Representation of different caste/ethnicity in key positions within local government  
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Figure 9 : Gender-wise representation of different caste/ethnic groups in the position of ward chair 
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Figure 10  :	Province wise representation of caste/ethnic groups in the position of mayor and chairperson 
at the local government
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Figure 11 : Caste/ethnicity wise representation of deputy mayor and vice chair in the seven provinces
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Figure: 12 : Caste/ethnicity wise representation of chairperson in the seven provinces
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Figure 14: Representation of different caste/ethnicity in Nepal’s major policymaking bodies
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Table 11: Dalit representation in central committee of different political parties

Political parties Central Committee Dalit representation (percentage) 

Nepali Congress 148 11 (7.43) 

CPN (UML) 301 20 (6.64) 

CPN (Maoist Centre) 236 23 (9.74) 

CPN (Unified Socialist) 335 17 (5.07) 

Rastriya Swatantra Party 40 3 (7.5) 

Janata Samajwadi Party, Nepal 446 19 (4.26) 

Democratic Samajwadi Party 215 10 (4.65) 

Source: Dignity Initiative, 2022
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Figure 15	 :	 Candidates of different caste/ethnic groups in the HoR FPTP election, 2022 
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Figure 17 :  Independent candidates from the different caste/ethnic groups in the HoR Election 

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022

Figure 18 :  Candidates of different caste/ethnic groups in the provincial assembly from FPTP election, 
2022 
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Figure 19  :  Gender wise Dalit candidates in the provincial assembly election 

Party Men Women Total

Nepali Congress 0 0 0

CPN (UML) 3 1 4

CPN (MC) 5 0 5

Rashtriya  
Prajatantra party 6 0 6

Janata Samajbadi 
Party 7 1 8

Loktantirk  
Samajbadi Party 3 0 3

Janamat Party 4 1 5

Independent 40 10 50

Source: Election Commission and Dignity Initiative, 2022
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